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	EDUCATION and academic degree


	2020 – 2025
	Natural sciences area Ecology and Environmental Science field (03B) PhD studies (Vilnius university and Nature Research Centre). 
Research theme: „Bloodsucking dipterous insects: the biology and their role in transmission of blood parasites”, scientific Supervisor – dr. R. Bernotienė. 
Research area: bloodsucking mosquitoes; bloodsucking biting midges; haemosporidians, trypanosomas and filarial worms transmited by bloodsucking insects.

	2016 – 2018
	Vilnius University, Biological diversity / Master. 
Master thesis: “Detection of avian blood parasites (Haemosporida, Trypanosomatida) in bloodsucking biting midges”. 
Thesis did at P. B. Šivickis parasitology laboratory, Nature Research Centre. 

Research area: natural infection of wild caught biting midges with avian blood parasites; detection of blood parasites using molecular methods; comparison of infection rates of biting midges collected in different methods.

	2012 – 2016
	Vilnius University, Biology / Bachelor. 
Bachelor thesis: “Three-spined stickleback (Gasterosteus aculeatus) helminths”. 
Thesis did at P. B. Šivickis parasitology laboratory, Nature Research Centre. 

Research area: parasitology; helminths; helminths of three-spined stickleback.


	PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE


	2025 03 – now 
	Researcher
Laboratory of Entomology, State Scientific Research Institute Nature Research Centre

	2024 10 – 2025 02 
	Biologist
Laboratory of Entomology, State Scientific Research Institute Nature Research Centre

	2020 10 – 2024 09
	PhD student
Laboratory of Entomology, State Scientific Research Institute Nature Research Centre

	2017 06 – 2020 08
	Junior Environmental Expert 

Baltic Environmental Forum

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Research interests

	Field of research: the role of blood-sucking (Culicidae) mosquitoes and biting midges (Ceratopogonidae, genus Culicoides) in the transmission of avian blood parasites (Haemosporida, Trypanosomatida), prevalence, seasonality, patterns of development of different species of blood-sucking insects in Lithuanian conditions, detection of naturally infected mosquitoes and biting midges with blood parasites using molecular and microscopy research methods, seasonal patterns of natural infections in blood-sucking insects, experimental studies of mosquitoes ability to transmit blood parasites under laboratory conditions.


	PuBLICATIONS 


Scietific articles published in journals (books), indexed in „Clarivate Analytics Web of Science“ database (with citation index):
1. Kazak, M., Valavičiūtė-Pocienė, K., Bernotienė, R., Autukaitė, J., Chagas, C. R. F., 2025. Avian Blood Parasites (Haemosporida, Trypanosomatida) in Mosquitoes and Biting Midges (Diptera: Culicidae, Ceratopogonidae) Collected in a Lithuanian Zoo. Applied Microbiology, 5(4), 151.

2. Gutierrez-Liberato G. A.; Bernotienė R.; Valavičiūtė-Pocienė K.; Kazak M.; Bukauskaitė D.; Binkienė R.; Chagas C. R. F. 2025. Blackflies (Diptera: Simuliidae) as vectors of avian blood parasites, with the first record of two new vector species in Lithuania. Medical and Veterinary Entomology, 1–11.

3. Kazak, M.; Valavičiūtė‐Pocienė, K.; Bernotienė, R. 2025. The study on Culicoides: the environment they live in and trypanosomatids they coexist. Insects, 16, 770.

4. Chagas, C.R.F.; Bernotienė, r.; Bobeva, A.; Bukauskaitė, D.; Ferraguti, M.; Gutiérrez-Lopez, R.; Kazak, M.; Mathieu, B.; Valavičiūte-Pocienė, K.; Santiago-Alarcon, D.; Svobodová, M.; Veiga, J.; Votýpka, J.; Žiegytė, R.; Martínez-de la Puente, J. 2025. A literature review on the role of Culicoides in the transmission of avian blood parasites in Europe). Parasites & Vectors.

5. Kazak, M.; Valavičiūtė‐Pocienė, K.; Žiegytė, R.; Palinauskas, V.; Bernotienė, R. 2025. The diversity of trypanosomatids in Culicoides biting midges in the Eastern Baltic region. Medical and Veterinary Entomology, 1–9.

6. Valavičiūtė-Pocienė K.; Kazak M.; Ježova T.; Kalinauskaitė G.; Bernotienė R. 2024. Blood Parasites (Haemosporida, Trypanosomatida) in Culex pipiens: A Study and Review of Hibernating and Active Mosquitoes. Microbiology Research: 15(4), 2184-2198. 

7. Kazak, M.; Valavičiūtė-Pocienė, K.; Kondrotaitė, S.; Duc, M.; Bukauskaitė, D.; Hernández-Lara, C.; Bernotienė, R.; Chagas C.R.F. 2024. Culicoides biting midges feeding behaviour as a key for understanding avian Haemoproteus transmission in Lithuania. Medical and Veterinary Entomology, 38(4): 530-541. 

8. Valavičiūtė‐Pocienė, K.; Bernotienė, R. 2024. Survey on mosquito larvae (Diptera: Culicidae) in different water bodies in Lithuania. Bulletin of Insectology, 77(2): 18-191. 

9. Valavičiūtė-Pocienė, K.; Kalinauskaitė, G.; Chagas, C.R.F.; Bernotienė, R. 2024. Avian haemosporidian parasites from wild-caught mosquitoes with new evidence on vectors of Plasmodium matutinum. Acta Tropica, 256: 107260.  

10. Chagas, C.R.F., Duc, M., Kazak, M., Valavičiūtė-Pocienė, K., Bukauskaitė, D., Hernandez-Lara, C., Bernotienė, R. 2024. High abundance of Haemoproteus parasites in Culicoides (Diptera, Ceratopogonidae), with a confirmation of Culicoides reconditus as a new vector of these avian blood parasites. Insects, 15 (3): 157.  

11. Chagas, C.R.F.; Hernán‐dez‐Lara, C.; Duc, M.; Valavičiūtė‐Pocienė, K.; Bernotienė, R. 2022. What Can Haemosporidian Lineages Found in Culicoides Biting Midges Tell Us about Their Feeding Preferences? Diversity, 14(11), 957.  
Scientific articles published in journals (books), indexed in „Clarivate Analytics Web of Science“ database (without citation index):
1. Kazak, M.; Mathieu, B.; Chagas, C.R.F.; Valavičiūtė-Pocienė, K.; Bernotienė, R. 2024. Update for Lithuanian Culicoides (Diptera: Ceratopogonidae) fauna list with records of five new species. Bulletin of the Lithuanian Entomological Society. Volume 8 (36), 123-130.

2. Markevičiūtė R., Valavičiūtė-Pocienė K., Rintala T. 2021. Heterogaster artemisiae Schilling, 1829 (Heteroptera: Heterogastridae) a new species for Lithuania. Bulletin of the Lithuanian Entomological Society. Volume 5 (33), 20-22.
3. Valavičiūtė K., Fernandes Chagas C.R., Bernotienė R. 2020. Data on the biting midges of the genus Culicoides Latreille (Diptera: Ceratopogonidae) in Labanoras Regional Park (Eastern Lithuania). Bulletin of the Lithuanian Entomological Society. Volume 4 (32), 120-124.

	PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC programmes and PROJECTS



	2024 – 2025 
	biologist in the project "Eksperimentinis paukščių maliarijos mišrių infekcijų tyrimas kraujasiurbiuose vektoriuose ". Project: S-MIP-22-50.

	2024
	biologist in the project "Mažai tirtų paukščių kraujo parazitų molekulinė diagnostika ir epidemiologija (VECTOR)". Project: S-MIP-22-50.

	2023
	lecturer, Life Sciences Center, Vilnius University

	2021 – 2024
	junior researcher in project „Mechanisms of transmission of avian haemoproteosis“. Project: S-MIP-21-55.

	2021 – 2022
	biologist in project „Didžiajam milčiui skirtos auginimo reprodukcinės sistemos optimizavimas ir mitybinių receptų testavimas“. Project: 2021/PER-4-15.


	INTERNSHIP AND TRAINING

	

	2024 12 4–5  
	„EU Funding Training and opportunities for AI: knowledge and practice“ (16h)

	2024 11 11–15 
	„Introductory data analysis in R: a language and environment for statistical computing“ (20h)

	2024 02 20–23 
	„2nd WIMANET-COST CA22108 workshop“. Cluj-Napoca, Romania.

	2023 12 6–8 
	„1st WIMANET-COST CA22108 workshop“. Online.

	2022 11–28 / 12–04 
	Practice of bloodsucking insect identification, material collecting and storing methods (University of Balearic Islands (UIB), Palma de Mallorca, Spain)

	
	


	PARTICIPATION IN SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCES



International scientific conferences: 
1. Valavičiūtė-Pocienė K., Bernotienė R. 2021. Culicoides biting midges: species composition, flying activity and intraspecific diversity - 9th Conference of the Scandinavian-Baltic Society for Parasitology, April 21-23, Vilnius, Lithuania. 
2. Chagas C. R. F., Hernández-Lara C., Duc M., Valavičiūtė-Pocienė K., Bernotienė R. 2022 Identification of natural vectors of Haemoproteus parasites - 15th International Congress of Parasitology, August 21-26, Copenhagen, Denmark.
3. Valavičiūtė-Pocienė K., Bernotienė R. 2022. Seasonal activity of mosquitoes in Lithuania with some notes on their role as vectors of avian malaria – 5th International Conference on Malaria and Related Haemosporidian Parasites of Wildlife, September 5-8, Bielefeld, Germany. Book of abstracts: 131.
4. Valavičiūtė-Pocienė K., Bernotienė R. 2023. Haemosporidae parasites in wild-caught Coquillettidia and Culex mosquitoes - 10th Conference of the Scandinavian-Baltic Society for Parasitology, June 5-7, Tartu, Estonia.  
5. Valavičiūtė-Pocienė K., Bernotienė R. 2023. The impact of various parameters of water bodies for the abundance and species composition of mosquito larvae - XI international EMCA conference, October 7-10, Palma de Mallorca, Spain.
6. Valavičiūtė-Pocienė K., Kalinauskaitė G., Chagas C.R.F., Bernotienė R. 2024. Avian Haemosporida parasites from wild-caught mosquitoes with new evidence on vectors of Plasmodium matutinum – VI International Conference on Malaria and Other Blood Parasites, November 26-30, Medeljinas, Kolumbija.
7. Valavičiūtė-Pocienė K., Dunn J. 2025. WIMANET, a global initiative to study vetor-borne disease in wildlife – XII International Conference of the EMCA, kovo 25-28, Antverpenas, Belgija.
8. Valavičiūtė-Pocienė K., Kazak M., Iezhova T., Bernotienė R. 2025. Can overwintering Culex pipiens act as reservoirs of pathogens? – 11th Conference of the Scandinavian-Baltic Society for Parasitology, rugpjūčio 14-15, Reikjavikas, Islandija.
	PARTICIPATION IN THE STUDY PROCESS



2022–2024 Scientific advisor for the final thesis of VU bachelor's student Gabrielė Kalinauskaitė
2023–2024 Supervisor of the course work of VU bachelor's student Albert Kuniutas

	OTHERS



1. Answer prepared by M. Kazak and K. Valavičiūtė-Pocienė for an article: https://www.delfi.lt/grynas/gamta/ventes-raga-uzpludo-ryskiaspalviai-vabzdziai-nusejo-pakrantes-zoles-ir-akmenis.d?id=90320095
2. A lesson about bloodsucking insects prepared for school children for the project „Pažinimo voratinklis“ organized by LMNŠC: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUELXU_FoKE&t=597s
3. https://www.15min.lt/gyvenimas/naujiena/ar-zinai/kaip-veiksmo-filme-sis-drugelis-gyvenima-pradeda-begdamas-nuo-ji-puolanciu-skruzdziu-1634-2076046
4. https://www.15min.lt/gyvenimas/naujiena/ar-zinai/artejant-joninems-apie-jonvabalius-kodel-jie-sviecia-1634-2072474
5. https://www.15min.lt/gyvenimas/naujiena/ar-zinai/maliarija-lietuvoje-kaip-ilgai-uodai-sia-liga-pernesdavo-ir-musu-kraste-1634-2046250
6. https://www.delfi.lt/grynas/gyvenimas/paryziu-kankinancios-blakes-pasejo-nerima-ir-kitose-salyse-baiminamasi-kad-jos-uzsiveis-del-keliaujanciu-turistu-94765647
7. https://www.15min.lt/gyvenimas/naujiena/ar-zinai/ar-pamates-priplosi-pasitikrinkite-zinias-teste-kurie-vabzdziai-geria-krauja-o-kurie-ne-1634-2307174
8. https://www.15min.lt/gyvenimas/naujiena/ar-zinai/nuo-jackie-chano-smugiu-iki-beyonce-uzpakalio-15-vabzdziu-kuriu-pavadinimus-ikvepe-garsenybes-1634-2310784
9. https://www.15min.lt/gyvenimas/naujiena/ar-zinai/kai-netruksta-vaizduotes-5-labai-keisti-vabzdziu-rusiu-pavadinimai-1634-2304636
10. https://www.15min.lt/gyvenimas/naujiena/ar-zinai/gamtos-keistumai-ar-zinojote-kad-jei-vabzdys-panasus-i-vapsva-tai-nebutinai-vapsva-1634-2272452 

11. https://www.lrt.lt/mediateka/irasas/2000448037/siluma-ir-dregme-dziaugsmas-uodams-eksperte-pataria-kaip-nuo-ju-gintis-efektyviau?srsltid=AfmBOorVv-pFo27hWTxKLLhULgs15dDKuFYG4Xa2IzX7RxfZfRVjlhcP
12. https://rinkosaikste.lt/uodu-antpludis-rudeni-mokslininke-paaiskina-kada-tai-baigsis/
13. https://www.lrytas.lt/sveikata/gyvenu-sveikai/2025/07/23/news/mokslininke-atsake-kodel-siuo-metu-tiek-daug-uodu-koks-veiksmingiausias-budas-juos-nubaidyti--38767747
14. https://www.15min.lt/gyvenimas/naujiena/pokalbiai/uodu-antpludis-lietuvoje-mokslininke-paaiskino-kodel-jie-uzpuola-net-miesto-centrus-1040-2520266
15. https://www.15min.lt/gyvenimas/naujiena/ar-zinai/vabzdziu-testas-pabandykite-pazinti-15-lietuvoje-gyvenanciu-vabzdziu-1634-2477936
�Rekomenduojame pristatyti bent jau pastarųjų 5 metų duomenis. Jeigu yra galimybė, prašome pateikti nuorodą į projekto internetinę svetainę ar kitą viešą projektą / jo rezultatus pristatančią platformą





We recommend presenting at least the last 5 years of data. If possible, please provide a link to the project's website or another public platform presenting the project/its results 


�Prašome nurodyti bent jau pastarųjų 5 metų konferencijas. Jeigu yra galimybė, prašome pateikti nuorodą į konferencijos internetinę svetainę ar kitą viešą konferenciją pristatančią platformą





Please indicate at least the last 5 years of conferences. If possible, please provide a link to the conference website or other public platform presenting the conference 


�Privaloma nurodyti dalyvavimą doktorantūros procese (jeigu dalyvauta), rekomenduojama nurodyti vadovavimą / konsultavimą baigiamiesiems bakalauro ir magistro darbams





It is mandatory to indicate participation in the doctoral process (if participated), it is recommended to indicate supervision/consultation of final bachelor and master theses 


�Apdovanojimai, ekspertinė veikla, mokslo populiarinimo veiklos (interviu, laidos, straipsniai, organizuoti / vesti pačio mokslininko mokymai, seminarai, ekskursijos, etc) etc





Awards, expert activities, science popularization activities (interviews, shows, articles, training organized/conducted by the scientist himself, seminars, excursions, etc.) etc. 





