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EDUCATION AND ACADEMICAL DEGREE

2007 — 2011

2005 — 2007

2001 — 2005

PhD degree in Biomedical Sciences (Ecology and Environmental Science, 03B).
PhD thesis “Diversity and ecology of Sarcocystis in Lithuanian game fauna”
defended on 21 December 2011 in the Ecology and Environmental Research
Council of Vilnius University and Nature Research Centre. Thesis was prepared in
the Laboratory of Molecular Ecology, Nature Research Centre. Supervisor dr. (hp)
Dalius Butkauskas. Field of research: Molecular Ecology, Genetics, Parasitology,
Phylogeny, Taxonomy, Ornithology, Teriology.

MSc in Microbiology program in Vilnius University. Thesis “Investigation of the
phylogenetic relationships of Sarcocystis spp. found in birds using 18S and 28S
rRNA gene partial sequences”. Thesis was prepared in the Laboratory of
Population Genetics of VU Ecology Institute. Supervisor dr. (hp) Dalius
Butkauskas. Field of research: Parasitology, Genetics, Phylogeny.

BSc in Molecular Biology program in Vilnius University. Thesis “Evaluation of
genetic structure of Common tern (Sterna hirundo) population breeding in
Lithuania based on application of microsatellite primers developed for
taxonomically close bird species”. Thesis was prepared in the Laboratory of
Population Genetics of VU Ecology Institute. Supervisor dr. (hp) Dalius
Butkauskas. Field of research: Population Genetics, Conservation Genetics,
Ornithology.
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2021 — till now

2012 — 2020

Nature Research Centre, Laboratory of Molecular Ecology.
Position hold: Chief researcher
Activities: Scientific wors, implementation and management of scientific projects,

scientific leader for students during preparation of bachelor's, master's and PhD thesis,

work in PhD board
Nature Research Centre, Laboratory of Molecular Ecology.
Position hold: Senior researcher

2014 —till now

2010 - 2012

Activities: Scientific wors, implementation and management of scientific projects,
scientific leader for students during preparation of bachelor's, master's and PhD thesis.
Lithuanian University of Health Sciences, Institute of Biology Systems and
Genetics

Position hold: associate professor.

Activities: development of study courses, conducting lectures, laboratory practices,
seminar, computer practices, and exams. Programs prepared for bachelor students
of “Medical and Veterinary Genetics” programme — “Population genetics” and
“Ecological genetics”.

Nature Research Centre, Laboratory of Molecular Ecology.

Position hold: biologists.

Activities: Scientific work, participation in scientific projects.
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RESEARCH INTERESTS

The goal of ongoing research is to investigate the genetic, morphological and ecological
characteristics of foodborne parasites found in animals and to assess the genetic variation and
structure of animal populations in the context of biodiversity, one health concept and environmental
protection.

Research includes the identification of parasites of the genus Sarcocystis and development
of diagnostic methods in various samples: muscle, brain and blood of intermediate hosts, small
intestines of definitive hosts and environmental samples. The ecological, morphological and genetic
characteristics of parasites found in wild and domestic birds and mammals are also evaluated during
the research, and new species are described. Another task is the evaluation of the genetic variability
of fish and bird populations, the determination of the genetic structure and the identification of
evolutionarily significant and management units in the context of environmental management.

The field of scientific interests includes Parasitology, Population Genetics, Taxonomy,
Phylogeny, Conservation Genetics, Bioinformatics, and Molecular Biology.

Applied methods: light and electron microscopy, isolation of DNA from various biological
sources (blood, liver, muscle, scales, hair, feathers, environmental samples, microscopic cysts, etc.),
PCR-RFLP, selection of species-, genus-, and family-specific oligonucleotides for PCR research,
various types of PCR, microsatellite analysis, purification of PCR products, sequencing, statistical
tests, analysis of DNA sequences and genotypes of microsatellite loci assessing intraspecific and
interspecific genetic variability, statistical analysis of population genetic structure.
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sciences, 9(8), 1-13. doi:10.3390/vetsci9080412 Q2

4.  Sneideris, D., Stalpes, M., Butkauskas, D., & Prakas, P. (2022). A novel RFLP method for
identification of morphologically similar avian Sarcocystis species. Parasitology research,
121(7), 2161-2166. doi:10.1007/s00436-022-07553-0 Q3

5. Sato, A. P., Da Silva, T. C. E., De Pontes, T. P., Sanches, A. W. D., Prakas, P., & Locatelli-
Dittrich, R. (2022). Molecular characterization of Sarcocystis spp. in seabirds from southern
Brazil. Parasitology international, 90, 1-8. doi:10.1016/j.parint.2022.102595 Q3

6. Rudaityté-Lukosiené, E., Jasiulionis, M., Bal¢iauskas, L., Butkauskas, D., Prakas, P., & Stirke,
V. (2022). Morphological and molecular description of Sarcocystis myodes n. sp. from the Bank
Vole (Clethrionomys glareolus) in Lithuania. Biology, 11(4), 1-11.
doi:10.3390/biology11040512 Q1


https://doi.org/10.3390/ani12162048
https://doi.org/10.3390/vetsci9080412
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00436-022-07553-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.parint.2022.102595
https://doi.org/10.3390/biology11040512

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

3

Juozaityté-Ngugu, E., Butkauskas, D., Svazas, S., & Prakas, P. (2022). Investigations on
Sarcocystis species in the leg muscles of the bird family Corvidae in Lithuania. Parasitology
research, 121(2), 703-711. doi:10.1007/s00436-021-07409-z Q3

Rudaityté-Lukosiené, E., Prakas, P., & Butkauskas, D. (2021). Molecular identification of
seven Sarcocystis species in red deer (Cervus elaphus) from Lithuania. Parasitology
international, 85, 1-5. doi:10.1016/j.parint.2021.102419 Q3

Koster, P. C., Renelies-Hamilton, J., Dotras, L., Llana, M., Vinagre-lzquierdo, C., Prakas, P.,
Sneideris, D., Dashti, A., Bailo, B., Lanza, M., Jiménez-Mejias, A., Mufioz-Garcia, C.,
Muadica, A. S., Gonzalez-Barrio, D., Rubio, J. M., Fuentes, I., Ponce-Gordo, F., Calero-Bernal,
R., & Carmena, D. (2021). Molecular detection and characterization of intestinal and blood
parasites in wild chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes verus) in Senegal. Animals, vol. 11(iss. 11), 1-
23. d0i:10.3390/ani11113291 Q1

Juozaityté-Ngugu, E., Svazas, S., Sneideris, D., Rudaityte-Lukosiene, E., Butkauskas, D., &
Prakas, P. (2021). The role of birds of the family Corvidae in transmitting Sarcocystis
protozoan parasites. Animals, 11(11), 1-11. doi:10.3390/ani11113258 Q1

Delgado-De Las Cuevas, G. E., Prakas, P., Rudaityté-Lukosiené, E., Garcia-Gil, M. L.,
Martinez-Gonzalez, M., Butkauskas, D., Mowery, J. D., Dubey, J. P., Habela, M. A., & Calero-
Bernal, R. (2021). First description of Sarcocystis species infecting Barbary sheep
(Ammotragus lervia). Parasitology research, 120(8), 2881-2886. doi:10.1007/s00436-021-
07239-2 Q3

Prakas, P., Bea, A., Juozaityté-Ngugu, E., Olano, I, Villanta, D., Svazas, S., & Butkauskas,
D. (2021). Molecular identification of Sarcocystis halieti in the muscles of two species of birds
of prey from Spain. Parasites & Vectors, 14(1), 1-7. doi:10.1186/s13071-021-04921-0 Q1
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Prakas, P., Butkauskas, D., Svazas, S., Bea, A., Yanenko, V., Ragauskas, A., & Vaitkuvieng,
D. (2021). The genetic diversity and structure of the European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur.
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PARTICIPATION IN  INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL  SCIENTIFIC
PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS

2021 - 2023

2017 — 2020

2013 - 2015

2013

2020 — 2022

2010 - 2012

2010 - 2011

Scientific leader. Based on mean 09.3.3-LMT-K-712 "Education of scientific
competences of scientists, other researchers and students through practical research™
project ,,The effect of increasing cold on the dynamics of polyamine biosynthesis in
winter oilseed rape and the scope its control“. Founded by the Research Council of
Lithuania.

Scientific leader. Project of the young group of scientists ,,Investigation into
diversity of Sarcocystis species form cervids and cattle”. Founded by the Research
Council of Lithuania.

Scientific leader. Project of group of scientists ,,Investigations into genus
Sarcocystis parasites from birds order Anseriformes®. Founded by the Research
Council of Lithuania.

Scientific leader. Project of students’ scientific practise “Inraspecific genetic
diversity and molecular identification of possible definitive hosts of Sarcocystis
rileyi parasites forming macrocysts in muscles of ducks*. Founded by the Research
Council of Lithuania.

Implementer. Project of group of scientists “Molecular identification of Sarcocystis
parasites in definitive hosts and environmental water samples”. Founded by the
Research Council of Lithuania.

Implementer. Lithuania-Latvia-Taiwan cooperation project "Assessment of the
impact of the operation of the nuclear power plant on the perch (Perca fluviatilis)
population based on genetic and fish otoliths - natural fixators of environmental
contamination with radionuclides and thermal pollution”. Founded by the Research
Council of Lithuania.

Implementer. Research program project "Invasive bird species spread, genetic
diversity, adaptation and naturalization studies™. Founded by the Research Council
of Lithuania.

PARTICIPATION IN SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCES

International scientific conferences:

1. Maziliauskaité E., Butkauskas D., KirjuSina M., Juozaityté-Ngugu E., Prakas P. Molecular

3.

Investigations of Trichinella spp. in Predators From Mammals From Lithuania. 11th
International Conference on Biodiversity Research. October 21, Daugavpils,
Latvia. https://biodiversityconference.biology.lv/public/conferences/6/AB_2022.pdf
Gudiskis N., Marandykina-Prakiené¢ A., Juozaitytée-Ngugu E., Prakas P., Butkauskas D.
Molecular identification of Sarcocystis species found in sheep and goats from Lithuania. 11th
International Conference on Biodiversity Research. October 20-21, Daugavpils, Latvia.
https://biodiversityconference.biology.lv/public/conferences/6/AB_2022.pdf

D. Moskaliova, D. Sneideris, D. Butkauskas, E. Juozaityté-Ngugu, P. Prakas. Molecular
Identification of Sarcocystis spp. in intestines of mustelids from Lithuania. 11th International
Conference on  Biodiversity  Research. October 22, Daugavpils  University,
Latvia. https://biodiversityconference.biology.lv/public/conferences/6/AB_2022.pdf

Prakas P, Butkauskas D, Servien¢ E, Strazdaité-Zielien¢ Z, Gudiskis N, Baranauskaité A,
Marandykina-Prakiené A, Rudaityté-LukoSiené E, Juozaityté-Ngugu E. Investigation
of Sarcocystis spp. found in sheep and horses from Lithuania. ApicoWplexa 2022, 6th
International Meeting on Apicomplexan Parasites in Farm Animals. October 5-7, Bern,
Switzerland. http://www.apicowplexa.net/wp-
content/uploads/2022/10/ApicoWplexa2022_abstractbook.pdf
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Delgado de las Cuevas GE, Prakas P, Rudaityté-Lukos$iené¢ E, Habela MA, Calero-Bernal R.
Limitada diversidad de especies del género Sarcocystis (Apicomplexa) en los ungulados de
montafia de la Peninsula Ibérica. 39" GEEFSM conference. October 12-15, Bern, Cérdoba,
Spain. https://www.geefsm.eu/espa%C3%B1ol/

Sukyteé T, Juozaityté-Ngugu E, Sneideris D, Butkaukas D, Prakas P. Molecular identification
of Sarcocystis infection in the northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) from Lithuania.
International Conference of Life Sciences "The COINS 2022". March 1, Vilnius,
Lithuania. https://thecoins.eu/static/resources/booksofabstracts/COINS2022.pdf

éukyté T, Sneideris D, Juozaityté-Ngugu E, Butkaukas D, Moskaliova D, Vaitiektinaité D,
Kovalitinaité D, Prakas P. Molecular identification of Sarcocystis parasites in small intestines
of mustelids and Northern goshawk from Lithuania. Lietuvos mikrobiology draugijos
konferencija. Microbiologija ~ 2022.  April 28-29,  BirStonas,  Lithuania.
http://www.mikrobiologija.lt/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Santrauku-knyga-VP.pdf
Baranauskaité A, Strazdaité-Zieliené Z, Petrauskas M, Paliovkinas D, Prakas P, Serviené E.
Optimization of molecular identification of Sarcocystis parasites infecting domestic animals.
Lietuvos mikrobiology draugijos konferencija. Microbiologija 2022. April 28-29, BirStonas,
Lithuania. http://www.mikrobiologija.lt/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Santrauku-knyga-
VP.pdf

Maziliauskaité E., Juozaityté-Ngugu E., Butkauskas D., Prakas P. Preliminary Results on
Molecular Investigations of Trichinella spp. in Predators From Lithuania. International
Conference  of Life Sciences "The COINS 2022". March 1, Vilnius,
Lithuania. https://thecoins.eu/static/resources/booksofabstracts/COINS2022.pdf
Marandykina-Prakiené A, Rudaityté-Lukosiené E, Gudiskis N, Prakas P, Juozaityté-Ngugu
E, Butkauskas D. 2022. Molecular identification of protozoan Sarcocystis species in sheep
from Lithuania. 80th International Scientific Conference of the University of
Latvia. Innovative and applied research in biology. February 10, Riga, Latvia.
https://www.konference80.lu.lv/en/materials/conference-materials/

Sukyté T, Juozaityte-Ngugu E, Butkaukas D, Prakas P.2022. Preliminary results of
Sarcocystis spp. infection in birds of prey in Lithuania. 80th International Scientific
Conference of the University of Latvia. Innovative and applied research in biology. February
10, Riga, Latvia. https://www.konference80.lu.lv/en/materials/conference-materials/
Prakas, P., Serviené, E., Butkauskas D., Strazdaite-Zieliene, Z., Rudaityté-LukoSieng, E.,
Juozaityte-Ngugu, E., Baranauskaité, A., Sneideris, D., Sik$niate E. 2021. Molecular
diagnosis of Sarcocystis species in intermediate host, definitive host, and environmental
samples. Apicoxplexa Virtual Meeting, February 18, 2021, Diagnosis of apicomplexan
parasites. Internetiné prieiga: http://www.apicowplexa.net/wp-
content/uploads/2021/02/Abstracts-February-18-2021.pdf

Juozaityté-Ngugu, E., Butkauskas D., Prakas, P. 2021. Investigations of Sarcocystis species
in muscles of Laridae and Corvidae birds. 9th Conference of the Scandinavian - Baltic Society
for Parasitology. April 21-23, Vilnius, Lithuania. Abstract book: 48. ISBN 978-609-8255-
05-8.

Baranauskaité, A., Strazdaité-Zieliené, Z., Prakas, P., Butkauskas D., Servien¢, E. 2021.
Optimization of identification of Sarcocystis parasites from water samples. 9th Conference of
the Scandinavian - Baltic Society for Parasitology. April 21-23, Vilnius, Lithuania. Abstract
book: 69. ISBN 978-609-8255-05-8.

Rudaityté-Lukosiené, E., Rehbein' S., Butkauskas, D., Prakas, P. 2021. Molecular
identification of Sarcocystis spp. from digested muscles of European mouflon (Ovis aries
musimon). Conference of the Scandinavian - Baltic Society for Parasitology. April 21-23,
Vilnius, Lithuania. Abstract book: 99. ISBN 978-609-8255-05-8.

Prakas, P., Juozaityté-Ngugu, E., Rudaityté-LukoSiené, E., Sneideris, D., Butkauskas, D.
2021. Molecular identification of Sarcocystis species in the intestines of mustelids from
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Lithuania. Conference of the Scandinavian - Baltic Society for Parasitology. April 21-23,
Vilnius, Lithuania. Abstract book: 113. ISBN 978-609-8255-05-8.

Sik$niate, E., Baranauskaité, A., Strazdaité-Zieliene, Z., Prakas, P., Serviené, E. 2021.
Molecular identification of Sarcocystis species and their prevalence in environmental
samples. COINS 2021. February 27, Vilnius, Lithuania. Internetiné prieiga:
https://thecoins.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/The-COINS-2021-Book-of-Abstracts.pdf
Rakauskaité, P., Stirké, V., Rudaityté-LukoSiené, E., Bal¢iauskas, L., Butkaukas, D., Prakas,
P. 2021. Molecular identification of Sarcocytstis parasites in rodents. COINS 2021. February
217, Vilnius, Lithuania. Internetiné prieiga: https://thecoins.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/The-COINS-2021-Book-of-Abstracts.pdf

Baranauskaité, A., Strazdaité-Zieliené, Z., Prakas, P., Serviené, E. 2021. Prevalence of
Sarcocystis parasites infecting farmed animals in water samples from Lithuania. COINS 2021.
February 27, Vilnius, Lithuania. Internetiné prieiga:  https://thecoins.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/The-COINS-2021-Book-of-Abstracts.pdf

Strazdaité-Zieliené, Z., Baranauskaité, A., Rudaityte-LukoSiené, E., Dobrovolskis, L.,
Siksniate, E., Prakas P., Servien¢, E., Butkauskas, D. 2021. Microorganisms diversity and
prevalence in Baltic states aquatic ecosystems. World microbe forum, 20-24, June, online
worldwide. https://www.worldmicrobeforum.org/

Rudaityté-Lukosiené, E., Prakas, P., Butkauskas, D., Sneideris, D. 2021. Identification
of Sarcocystis spp. in intestine of American mink using molecular COI analysis. 79th
International Scientific Conference of the University of Latvia. Innovative and applied
research in biology. February 5, Riga, Latvia. Abstract book: 15.

Juozaityté-Ngugu, E., Bea, A., Prakas, P., Svazas, S., Butkauskas, D., Olano, L., Villanta, D.
2021. Sarcocystis species identification in muscles of birds from Spain. 79th International
Scientific Conference of the University of Latvia. Innovative and applied research in biology.
February 5, Riga, Latvia. Abstract book: 9.

Prakas, P., Butkauskas, D., Svazas, S., Bea, A., Yanenko, V., Ragauskas, A., Vaitkuviene,
D. 2021. Evidence of the genetic divergence of the European Turtle Dove (Streptopelia
turtur). 79th International Scientific Conference of the University of Latvia. Innovative and
applied research in biology. February 5, 2021. Abstract book: 15. Riga, Latvia.

Luna Delgado E., Delgado de las Cuevas G.E., Prakas P., Habela Martinez-Estellez M.A.,
Calero Bernal R. 2021. Aportaciones a la especiaciacion del género Sarcocystis en toro de
lidia. XV Symposium del Toro de Lidia. October 22-23, Zafra, Spain.

Jankovska-Bortkevi¢ E., Jurkoniené S., Gaveliené V., Mockevic¢iuté R., Jankauskiené
J., Todorova D., Sergiev 1., Viluckas V., Prakas P. 2021. Effect of exogenous putrescine on
winter oilseed rape response to low temperature. XII International Agriculture Symposium
"AGROSYM 2021", October 7-10, 2021, Jahorina, Bosnia and Herzegovina. Book of
abstracts, p. 433.

Juozaityté-Ngugu, E., Prakas, P., Butkauskas, D. 2020. Molecular and morphological
investigations of Sarcocystis sp. from the common raven (Corvus corax). 15th International
Conference of Life Sciences ,, Coins 2020 . February 25-27, 2020. Abstract: 21. Vilnius.
Lietuva. Internetiné prieiga: https://thecoins.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/abstract-book-
word-2020.pdf

Prakas, P., Strazdaité-Zieliené, Z., Januskevi¢ius, V., Chiesa, F., Baranauskaité, A.,
Rudaityté-Lukosiené, E., Serviene, E., Petkevicius, S., Butkauskas, D. 2019. Molecular
identification of Sarcocystis hominis and other three Sarcocystis species in cattle meat from
Lithuania. 5th International meeting on Apicomplexan parasites in farm animals. October 2—
4; 2019. Abstract: 37. Berlin. Germany. Internetiné prieiga:
https://www.apicowplexa.de/login-area/

Rudaityté-Lukosiené, E., Prakas, P., Strazdaité-Zieliené, Z., Butkauskas, D. 2019.
Investigation of Sarcocystis species infection in fallow deer (Dama dama). 5th International
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meeting on Apicomplexan parasites in farm animals. 2019 October 2-4; 2019. Abstract: 25.
Berlin. Germany. Internetiné prieiga: https://www.apicowplexa.de/login-area/

Prakas, P., Kutkiené, L., Butkauskas, D., Juozaityté-Ngugu, E., Svazas S. 2019. New
Sarcocystis species identified in game birds in Lithuania. 34th International union of game
biologists (iugb) congress. August 26-30; 2019. Abstract: 165-166. Kaunas. Lithuania.
Interneting prieiga: https://www.iugb2019.mi.lt/programme/abstract-book/
Strazdaité-Zieliené, Z., Baranauskaité, A., Rudaityté-Lukosiené, E., Januskevicius, V.,
Dobrovolskis, L., Serv1ene E., Butkauskas, D Prakas, P. 20109. Optlmlzation of molecular
identification of Sarcocystis species from cattle meat. FEBS3+ conference. June 17-19; 2019.
Abstract: 101. Riga. Latvia. Internertiné prieiga:
http://biochemicalsociety.lv/febs3plusconference.htmi

Juozaityté-Ngugu, E., Butkauskas, D., Prakas, P. 2019. Sarcocystis species diversity in
muscles and intestines of common raven (Corvus corax) and hooded crow (Corvus cornix).
3rd International Conference on Life and Environmental Sciences. May 2—4; 2019. Abstract:
214. Kaunas. Lithuania. Internetiné prieiga: http://icsb.vdu.lt/

Juozaitytée-Ngugu, E., Butkauskas, D., Prakas, P. 2019. Molecular identification of
Sarcocystis species in muscles of the herring gull (Larus argentatus) in Lithuania. 62rd
International conference for students of physics and natural sciences. March 19-22; 2019.
Abstract: 441. Vilnius. Lithuania. Internetiné prieiga: www.openreadings.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2019/03/abstractbook19.pdf

Prakas, P., Kirillova, V., Rudaityté-LukoSiené, E., Gavarane, I., Juozaityté-Ngugu, E.,
Gravele, E., KirjuSina, M., Butkauskas, D. 2018. Molecular investigations on Sarcocystis
parasites in the Baltic States. 7th Baltic Genetics Congress. October 24-27, 2018. Abstracts:
241. Riga. Latvia. Internetiné prieiga:
http://viibgc2018.1u.lv/abstracts/BGC_VII_abstracts.pdf

Rudaityte-Lukosieng, E., Strazdaité-Zieliené, Z., Serviené, E., Butkauskas, D., Prakas

P. 2018. Morphological and molecular identification of eight Sarcocystis species from

sika deer (Cervus nippon) in Lithuania. XVth International Conference of Lithuanian
Biochemical Society. June 26 — 29, 2018. The programme and abstract book: 75.
Dubingiai, Lithuania. Internetiné prieiga: http://www.biochemistry.lt/en/xv-lbs-
conference/abstract-book/

Rudaityté-Lukosiené, E., Butkauskas, D., Martinez-Gonzéalez, M., Delgado, GE., Habela,
MA., Calero-Bernal, R., Prakas, P. 2018. Sarcocystis parasites diversity from roe deer
(Capreolus capreolus) in Lithuania and Spain. 6th International Scientific Conference
Infectious and Parasitic Diseases of Animals. September 13-14, 2018. Proceedings of
scientific contributions and abstracts: 212-214. Kosice. Slovakia. Internetiné prieiga:
http://ipchz2018.uvlf.sk/index_en.php

V. Kirillova, E. Gravele, 1. Jahundovica, D. Pilate, V. Pilats, E. Rudaityté, D. Butkauskas, P.
Prakas, M. Kirjusina. 2017. Sarcocystis parasites in small mammals from latvia: first data.
Book of abstracts of 9th international conference on biodiversity research, Daugavpils, Latvia,
53.

V. Kirillova, 1. Jahundovica, D. Butkauskas, P. Prakas, M. KirjuSina. Sarcocystis species
detected in the muscles of red foxes (Vulpes vulpes) from Latvia and Lithuania. 2017. Book
of abstracts of 9th international conference on biodiversity research, Daugavpils, Latvia, 54.
R. Calero-Bernal, M. F. Martinezl, J. L. Fernandez-Garcia, P. Prakas, J. M. Nieto-Rodriguez,
R. Garrido, G. E. Delgado de las Cuevas, M. A. Habela. 2017. Red foxes (Vulpes vulpes) are
new intermediate hosts for Sarcocystis arctica from Spain. XV Meeting del European
Veterinary Parasitology College, Tenerif¢, Ispanija, 248.

V. Kirillova, A. Pazusyté, I. Jahundovi¢a, D. Butkauskas, P. Prakas, M. Kirjusina. 2016.
Investigation of wild carnivores on Sarcocystis spp. in Latvia. Abstracts of the 58th
international scientific conference of Daugavpils university, Daugavpils, Latvia, 84-85.

P. Prakas, S. Liaugaudaité, D. Butkauskas, L. Kutkiené, A. Sruoga, S. Svazas, G. Grishanov,
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A. Oksanen, A. Kozulin, M. Janaus, E. Juozaityté, J. Zebraukaité. 2016. Investigations of
Sarcocystis infection in birds of the order Anseriformes. 12th European Multicolloquium of
Parasitology, Turku, Finland.

E. Rudaityté, P. Prakas, D. Butkauskas, L. Kutkiené¢, A. Sruoga, 1. Paraité. 2016.
Morphological and molecular characterization of Sarcocystis species from sika deer (Cervus
nippon) in Lithuania. 12th European Multicolloquium of Parasitology, Turku, Finland.

V. Kirillova, A. Pazusyté, 1. Jahundovica, E. Juozaityté, D. Butkauskas, P. Prakas, M.
Kirjusina. 2016. Sarcocystis spp. in red fox (Vulpes vulpes) muscles in Latvia and Lithuania:
new findings. 12th European Multicolloquium of Parasitology, Turku, Finland.

Prakas, P, Butkauskas, D., Svazas, S., Kutkiené, L, Sruoga, A., Liaugaudaite, S. 2015.
Molecular identification of definite hosts of Sarcocystis rileyi paraziting ducks in Europe.
Abstracts of the 4th PanEuropean Duck Symposium, Hanko, Finland, 57.

V. Kirillova, M. Kirjusina, Agné Pazusyté, 1. Jahundovica, D. Butkauskas, P. Prakas. 2015.
Sarcocystis species identification in muscles of wild canids from Latvia using molecular
biology techniques. VI Baltic Genetics Congress, book of abstracts, Tartu, Estonia, 45.

E. Rudaityté, L. Kutkiené, P. Prakas, D. Butkauskas, A. Sruoga, 1. Piiraité. 2015. Molecular
identification of Sarcocystis species from sika deer (Cervus nippon) in Lithuania based on
cox1 gene. VI Baltic Genetics Congress, book of abstracts, Tartu, Estonia, 93.

Butkauskas D, Sruoga A, Prakas P, Stropaityté S. 2013. The population genetic structure of
mallard in Eastern Europe as a tool for sustainable management of this important game
species. International OMPO workshop “The breeding success of ducks and population status
of thrushes in Eastern Europe®. Vilnius, Lietuva.

Prakas P, Oksanen A, Butkauskas D, Sruoga A, Svazas S. 2013. Investigations of Sarcocystis
rileyi infection in birds of the order Anseriformes in Europe. 31 IUGB Congress. Brussels,
Belgium. Programme and Abstract Book: 302.

Prakas P, Kutkiené L, Sruoga A, Butkauskas D, Svazas S. 2011. Investigations of Sarcocystis
spp. in birds of the oder Anseriformes. The IVth Conference of the Scandinavian-Baltic
Society for Parasitology, Oslo, Norway.

Butkauskas D, Prakas P, Sruoga A, Liuda Kutkiené, Saulius Svazas. 2011. Investigation of
Sarcocystis in domestic pigeons (Columba livia f. domestica) and woodpigeons (Columba
palumbus) in Lithuania. The IVth Conference of the Scandinavian-Baltic Society for
Parasitology, Oslo, Norway.

Svazas S, Prakas P, Kutkiené L, Sruoga A, Butkauskas D. 2011. Sarcocysts Sarcocystis
columbae detected in woodpigeons Columba palumbus. XXXth IUGB Congress and Perdix
XI11, Barcelona, Spain.

Kutkiené L, Prakas P, Butkauskas D, Sruoga A. 2009. Sarcocystis spp. in the mallards (Anas
platyrhynchos) and in the bird family turdidae. The 3rd symposium of the Scandinavian Baltic
society for Parasitology, Riga, Latvia.

Prakas P, Butkauskas D, Sruoga A, Kutkiené L. 2009. Molecular characterization of
Sarcocystis spp. from some bird species based on ssu rRNA gene sequence analysis. 5th
international conference Research and conservation of biological diversity in Baltic Region,
Daugavpils, Latvia.

Prakas P. 2009. Molecular investigation of Sarcocystis spp. in the birds order Anseriformes.
4th international student conference Biodiversity and functioning of aquatic ecosystems in the
Baltic Sea region, Dubingiai, Lithuania.

Prakas P, Butkauskas D, Kutkiené L, Sruoga A. 2012. Identification and phylogenetic
relationships of Sarcocystis species parasitizing wild birds and mammals. V Baltic congress
of genetics, Kaunas, Lithuania.

National scientific conferences
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Rudaityté-Lukosiené, E., Prakas, P., Strazdaité-Zieliené, Z., Serviené, E., Butkauskas, D.
2018. Sarcocystis parazity paplitimo Lietuvos elniniuose (Cervidae) tyrimas. 11-o0ji jaunyjy
mokslininky konferencija Bioateitis: gamtos ir gyvybés moksly perspektyvos. Gruodzio 14,
2018.  Pranesimy  santraukos:  7-8.  Vilnius, Lietuva. Internetiné  prieiga:
http://www.Ima.lt/uploads/2017-12-07_BIOATEITIS pranesimu_santraukos.pdf
Liaugaudaité S, Prakas P. Makroskopines cistas anciy raumenyse sudaranciy Sarcocystis
rileyi parazity viduri§inés genetinés jvairovés tyrimai ir galimy galutiniy $eimininky paieska.
Studenty moksliné praktika 2013. Vilnius, Lietuva.

Prakas P. 2010. Description of new avian sarcosporidian species and phylogenetic
investigations of genus Sarcocystis. Conference of young scientists: Bio-future: perspectives
of natural and life sciences, Vilnius, Lithuania.

PARTICIPATION IN THE STUDY PROCESS

Supervision of PhD students:

Eglé 22/09/2022 defended PhD thesis in Natural Sciences, Biology 2016 — 2020
Rudaityte- (NO10) “Sarcocystis species richness in members of the family

Lukosiené Cervidae”. The doctoral dissertation was prepared in the period of

2016-2020 at Nature Research Centre.

Evelina "Morphological and genetic diversity of Sarcocystis species 2018 — 2022
Juozaityte- parasitizing gulls (Larus) and corvids in Lithuania”. Natural

Ngugu Sciences, Biology (N010)

Tautvilé "Morphological, molecular and histopathological studies of 2021 —2025
Sukyté coccidian parasites of the family Sarcocystidae in birds of prey".

Natural Sciences, Biology (N010)

Scientific consultant:

Viktorija In 2020 defended PhD thesis “Diversity and description of 2014 — 2020
Kirilova Sarcocystis spp. detected in wild animal muscles of Latvia“ in

Biology (branch Zoology). The doctoral thesis was prepared at
University of Daugavpils, Institute of Life Sciences and
Technology.

Participation in the dissertation defence council, dissertation review:

1.

In 2022 member of the dissertation defence council of Neringa Kitryt¢ PhD thesis
“Diversity of small mammal parasites and factors shaping their communities” (Natural
Sciences, Ecology and Environmental Science N012). Dissertation was prepared at Nature
Research Centre in 2017 — 2021.

In 2020 m. oponent of Inga Morozova PhD thesis “The evaluation of disease resistance of
flax genetic resources and improving methods” (in Biology, branch of Ecology). Dissertation
was prepared at University of Latvia in 2014-2018.

In 2020 member of the dissertation defence council of Vilma JerSoviené PhD thesis
“Prevalence of human papillomavirus among couples with infertility problems in Lithuania”
(Natural Sciences, Biology N010). Dissertation was prepared at Nature Research Centre in
2015 -2019.

In 2020 member of the dissertation defence council of Marius Jasiulionis PhD thesis
“Impact of the colonies of Great Cormorants (Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis) on mammals”
(Natural Sciences, Ecology and Environmental Science N012). Dissertation was prepared at
Nature Research Centre in 2016 — 2020.


http://www.lma.lt/uploads/2017-12-07_BIOATEITIS_pranesimu_santraukos.pdf
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In 2020 member of the dissertation defence council of Dalytés Mardosaités-Busaitienés
PhD thesis “Prevalence and genetic diversity of vector-borne pathogens in small rodents
(Muridae, Cricetidae)” (Natural Sciences, Biology NO10). The dissertation was prepared at
Vytautas Magnus University in 2016-2020.

In 2019 member of the dissertation defence council of Zydriin¢ VienaZindien¢ PhD thesis
“Evaluation of anthelmintic control of intestinal helminth infections in dogs and it’s limiting
factors” (Agricultural Sciences, Veterinary A002). Dissertation has been prepared at the
Department of Veterinary Pathobiology, Veterinary Academy of the Lithuanian University of
Health Sciences during the period of 2011-2019.

In 2018 member of the dissertation defence council of Kristina Morkiiniené PhD thesis
“Genomic improvement of cattle dairy and health traits” (Agricultural Sciences, Zootechnics
03A). Dissertation has been prepared at the Veterinary Academy of Lithuanian University of
Health Sciences during the period of 2012-2018.

In 2018 reviewer of Dovilé Bukauskait¢ PhD thesis "Avian haemosporidian parasites
(Haemosporida): sporogonic development and determination of vectors" Biomedical
Sciences, Ecology and Environmental Science 03B). Dissertation was prepared at Nature
Research Centre in 2014 —2018.

In 2014 member of the dissertation defence council of Gintaré¢ Skyriené PhD thseis “The
distribution, genetic diversity and helminths of alien mammal muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus)”
(Biomedical Sciences, Ecology and Environmental Science 03B). The dissertation was carried
out at Vytautas Magnus University in 2010 — 2014.

Supervision of bachelor and master students:

Name Surname

Year of thesis defence, Topic Type
University, study program

Agné 2021, Vilnius Tech, Optimization of identification of Master
Baranauskaité Bioengineering domestic animals infecting Sarcocystis

parasites from water samples
Gediminas 2018, Vilnius University, Investigation into genetic diversity of = Master
Sulinskas Genetics Sarcocystis spp. in wild boar
Evelina 2017, Vilnius University,  Sarcocystis species diversity in gulls Master
Juozaityte- Zoology (Larus) and crows (Corvus)
Nugugu
Eglé Rudaityte 2016, Vilnius University, Genetic diversity and phylogenetic Master

Genetics relationships of Sarcocystis spp.

parasitizing sika deer (Cervus nippon)
Evelina 2022, Vilnius University, The molecular identification of Bachelor
Mazilaisukaité Biology Trichinella nematodes in samples of

wild predators
Paulina 2022, Vilnius University, Detection of Sarcocystis parasites in Bachelor
Rakauskaite Biology rodents using molecular methods
Emilija 2021, Vilnius Tech, Sarcocystis prevalence in Baltic states  Bachelor
Sitiksnitte Bioengineering aquatic ecosystems
Gabija 2020, Vilnius University, Identification of Sarcocystis species in  Bachelor
Babarskaite Biology European mouflon (Ovis aries

musimon) from Austria
Gabija 2020, Vilnius Tech, Molecular identification of Sarcocystis Bachelor
Svendionyté Bioengineering spp. in sheep
Monika 2020, Vilnius University, Identification of morphologically Bachelor
Bagdanaviciit¢ =~ Molecular Biology similar Sarcocystis species Using the

PCR-RFLP method
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Neda Vavilovaité¢ 2020, Vilnius University, = The prevalence of Sarcocystis Bachelor
Biology intestinal infection in red foxes
(Vulpes vulpes)
Kamilé 2019, Vilnius University, Determination of the diversity of Bachelor
Strazinskaité Genetics species of Sarcocystis that parasitize
Equus caballus using morphological
and molecular methods
Akvilé 2019, Vilnius University,  Genetic biodiversity of Sarcocystis Bachelor
Calutkaite Genetics species in American Mink (Neovison
vison)
Agné 2019, Vilnius Tech, Optimization of the molecular Bachelor
Baranauskaité Bioengineering identification of Sarcocystis parasites
found in bovine
Martyna 2017, Vilnius University,  Diversity of Sarcocystis parasites inthe Bachelor
Motiejuinaité Biology members of family Mustelidae in
Lithuania
Norbertas 2017, Lithuanian Sarcocystis species molecular Bachelor
Glusokas University of Health identification in the meat of cattle
Sciences, Medical and
Veterinary Genetics
Evelina 2015, Vilnius University, — Diversity of Sarcocystis species Bachelor
Juozaityté Biology forming microcyst in birds order
Anseriformes
Justa 2015, Vilnius University, Identification and phylogeny of avian ~ Bachelor
Zebrauskaité Molecular Biology Sarcocystis species applying gene
sequence analysis of cox! and rpoB
Simona 2014, Vilnius University, Investigations into genetic diversity Bachelor
Liaugaudaite Molecular Biology and possible definitive hosts of
Sarcocystis rileyi parasites
OTHERS
Awards:

2021 — till now
2021

2016

2012 -2013
2010

Expert activity:
2022 — till now

2022 — till now
2014 — till now

2016 - 2018

Member of the Young Academy of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences

Guest speaker at the conference: "Apicoxplexa Virtual Meeting, February 18, 2021,
Diagnosis of apicomplexan parasites"

Supervisor of Eglé Rudaityté's master's thesis which was awarded "the best of 2016".
master of biomedical sciences works in Lithuania"

Laureate of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences scholarship for young scientists
Diploma of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences for the best 2010 report of the
conference of young scientists "Biofuture: perspectives of nature and life sciences”

The member of the council of PhD program Ecology and Environmental Science
NO12 at Nature Research Centre

Member of editorial board of MDPI Parasitologia journal
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/parasitologia/editors

Member of expert committee of Lithuanian Young Researchers Organization.
Expert in competition of the best Master thesis and best PhD thesis

External reviewer of projects founded by “National Science Centre”, Poland



https://www.mdpi.com/journal/parasitologia/editors
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Review of scientific papers:

Reviewer of 81 scientific manuscripts, submitted journals having an impact factor in the Clarivate
Analytics Web of Science database Parasites and Vectors, International Journal for Parasitology,
Parasitology, Transboundary and Emerging Diseases, Infection Genetics and Evolution,
Parasitology Research, Tropical Medicine and Infectious Diseases, BMC Veterinary, MDPI Viruses,
MDPI Vaccines, MDPI Animals, International Journal for Parasitology: Parasites and Wildlife,
MDPI International Journal of Molecular Sciences, MDPI Future Pharmacology, MDPI
Microorganisms, MDPI Pharmaceutics, MDPI Molecules, Experimental Parasitology, Frontiers in
Microbiology, Journal of Parasitology, Acta Parasitologica, Scientific Reports, Revista Brasileira de
Parasitologia Veterinaria, Pakistan Veterinary Journal, Veterinary Parasitology: Regional Studies
and Reports, Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Bioscience Reports, Molecular Biology Reports,
Biologia, Molecular & Biochemical Parasitology, Folia Parasitologica, Journal of food Quality,
Bulgarian Journal of Veterinary Medicine, Mitochondrial DNA Part B: Resources)



