APPROVED
Committee for Doctoral Studies in the Field of Physical Geography
Resolution No (7.17 E) 15600-KT-292, 30 June 2023 

CONDITIONS AND PROCEDURES FOR OPEN COMPETITION TO DOCTORAL STUDIES IN THE FIELD OF PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY (N005)

IN NATURE RESEARCH CENTRE IN 2023 
I. GENERAL PROVISIONS
· Admission to the doctoral studies in the field of Physical Geography in Nature Research Centre shall be subject to open competition according to the topic selected. 
· Competition shall be organised by Nature Research Centre as the administering institution and effected by the Commission for Admission to Doctoral Studies in the Field of Physical Geography (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission") under the procedures established herein. 
II. QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
· Master's degree or higher education degree equivalent thereto. 
· Scientific research experience, participation in scientific research activity. 
· Knowledge of foreign languages.
III. REQUISITE DOCUMENTS
· Application to the Director of Nature Research Centre.

· Copy of Master's diploma or of other qualification diploma equivalent thereto and copies of their respective supplements.

· Curriculum vitae.

· Questionnaire.

· Two letters of recommendation from scholars in the topic the applicant selected.

· List of research works and their printed copies, conference presentations and research works awarded at research competitions.

· Copy of passport or personal identity card.

· Documents certifying surname change unless every document submitted bears the same surname.
IV. SELECTION CRITERIA
· Evaluation of research experience and research work (RW). Applicant's publications shall be evaluated in points according to the table attached hereto and recalculated on a 10-point scale (Annex 1).
· Weighted average of grades from diploma's supplement (WA). The general arithmetical average of grades, i.e. of subjects and of the thesis, from the annex/supplement of Master's diploma or diploma equivalent thereto shall be calculated.
· Motivational interviewing (MI). During the interview with the Commission, applicant's preparation and motivation to pursue doctoral studies in a particular field of science (the applicant shall deliver the problem chosen in a 10 min duration PowerPoint presentation), compliance of his/her scientific publications, research activity and experience with the topic chosen, scholars' recommendations, etc.  shall be evaluated. The average of evaluations by Commission members on a 10-point scale shall constitute the final score of motivational interviewing. 
· Doctoral research project. A doctoral research project shall be written in the Lithuanian language or English language. The scope of a research project may not exceed five A4 format pages, including figures and the list of references used (font size 12, line spacing 1.5).

A research project shall be constituted of the following elements:

· name of the topic,

· relevance and level of investigation of the topic,

· aims and tasks of intended research,

· research methods and data,

· results to be achieved,

· literature used.

Research project assessment criteria:

· perception of the topic of the research project,
· relevance and originality of projected research,
· reliability of planned research methods and expected results,
· ability to write academic texts.
Only the applicants whose final competitive score is not lower than 7.5 shall be eligible for doctoral studies.
V. COMPOSITION OF COMPETITIVE SCORE
· 
The applicant's competitive score (CS) shall be composed according to the selection criteria listed in part  IV hereof and shall be calculated according to the formula CS = WA* 20% + MI** 60% + RW*** 20%, where 

WA* – weighted average of grades from the annex/supplement of Master's diploma or diploma equivalent thereto. The weighted average of the supplement of Master's diploma (40%) and evaluation of the thesis (60%) shall be calculated.

MI** – final score of evaluation of motivational interviewing on a 10-point scale. The score shall be composed of motivational interviewing (60%) and doctoral research project (40%)
RW***– evaluation of scientific publications (research experience) or works assigned to natural sciences. The evaluation of research experience and research works shall be based on the description of Nature Research Centre's Evaluation of Scientific Publications approved by the Committee for Doctoral Studies in the Field of Physical Geography Resolution No  (4.20 E) 610000-KT-102 of 26 June 2020. 
· If several applicants get the same competitive score, the applicant whose scientific publications are evaluated better shall be ranked higher with respect to other competitors.
VI. ADMISSION PROCESS
· 
The applicant shall submit an application to the head of the institution of doctoral studies to which he/she applies to be allowed to participate in an open competition for doctoral studies. The application shall be accompanied by other documents indicated in part III hereof. Only the applicants who have submitted all necessary documents in time shall participate in the competition. 
· 
All applicants must participate in motivating interviewing with Commission members. The motivational interviewing will take place at: Akademijos St. 2, Room 101, Vilnius.
· 
The Commission shall make priority lists to the topics of doctoral studies according to the competitive score calculated according to selection criteria. 
· Within 3 days after announcement of competition results, applicants may file an appeal to the Committee for Doctoral Studies in the Field of Physical Geography (hereinafter referred to as the "Committee").
· 
Standard bilateral agreements shall be signed with persons invited to doctoral studies, and based on such agreements the institution's shall make an order for admission to doctoral studies.
· 
If after admission any vacancy occurs, additional admission may be organised and accomplished under the procedures described herein.
	Admission procedures
	Dates and deadlines

	Acceptance of applications and other documents
	03.07.2023–31.08.2023 

	Submission of doctoral research projects by applicants to Nature Research Centre Commission for Doctoral Studies in the Field of Physical Geography  
	01.09.2023

	Commission's meeting in the presence of applicants (motivational interviewing) 
	13.09.2023, 10:00 A.M.

	Notification of applicants about competition results 
	21.09.2023

	Filing appeals to the Committee 
	27.09.2023

	Announcement of a list of persons invited to doctoral studies 
	28.09.2023

	Signing agreements with the institution of doctoral studies 
	01.10.2023

	Beginning of the academic year 
	21.09.2023


VII. PROCEDURES FOR ADMISSION OF CITIZRNS OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES TO DOCTORAL STUDIES
	VII.1.
	The citizens of foreign countries who have acquired Master's degree or qualification degree equivalent thereto in the countries other than the Republic of Lithuania shall submit all documents listed in part III hereof and the following additional documents:

	
	VII.1.1.
	Notarised Lithuanian or English translation of a document certifying higher education and of its supplement.

	
	VII.1.2.
	Copy of certification of recognition of higher education qualification acquired abroad. A document of recognition of qualification acquired abroad may be issued by the Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher Education and higher education institutions upon provision of requisite documents.



	
	VII.1.3.


	Application for admission to doctoral studies shall be filled out in the English language. Curriculum vitae, list of research works and their copies may be filed out in the English language.



	VII.2.
	The persons participating in the competition shall take care of their travel and all travel documents: passport, temporary residence permit, insurance, etc.

	VII.3.
	The foreigners who have been admitted to doctoral studies must under statutory procedures obtain respectively a permit for temporary residence in the Republic of Lithuania, or a permit to reside in the Republic of Lithuania as citizens of a European Union member state, or have a permit for permanent residence in the Republic of Lithuania.


VIII. CONTACTS
	Nature Research Centre 
	Akademijos St 2, Vilnius 

Contact person Dr Jurga Jankauskienė, tel. (85) 272 93 25 

e-mail mokslinis.sekretorius@gamtc.lt
Documents accepted 9:00–15:00


Annex 1 

EVALUATION OF SCEINTIFIC PUBLICATIONS
Only the published publications (with pages as indicated in the journal or with DOI identifier) the copies (but not manuscripts) of which are presented and only the conference abstracts the copies (from the conference material published) of which are presented shall be subject to evaluation.

	Type of research work
	Measurement unit*
	Points

	Scientific articles in journals with an impact factor in the Web of Science database 
	Author's input
	4

	Scientific articles in other journals peer-reviewed in the Web of Science database
	Author's input
	3

	Scientific articles in scientific journals peer-reviewed in other international databases
	Author's input
	2

	Scientific articles in other peer-reviewed (periodical, serial or occasional) scientific journals 
	Author's input  
	1

	                                                                                                                       Additional points**

	Abstracts and conference material in other than peer-reviewed publications 
	Author's input 
	0.25 

	Popular science articles
	Author's input 
	0.25 

	Other
	Author's input
	0.2


*Author's input (AI) shall be calculated according to the formula AI=1/NA, where NA – total number of authors of the article. E.g. if the number of authors of the article (scientific articles in journals peer-reviewed and having an impact factor in the Thomson Reuters Web of Knowledge database) is 4, the author's input shall be equal to 0.25, and points are calculated as follows:  AI=1/4*6=1.5 point.

** No more than one additional point may be assigned for conference abstracts, popular science articles, other production (scientific production other than that falling under these tables) separately.
Peer-reviewed scientific journals: peer-reviewed periodical, peer-reviewed serial, or peer-reviewed occasional journals that have an editorial board of scholars and ISSN or ISBN number.


Scientific article – an article published in a scientific journal and having a scientific structure characteristic of a particular field of science (list of references, formulas, figures, methodology, statistical tables, etc.) and complying with the scientific criteria recognised in such particular field of science.

The score of evaluation of applicant's publications on a 10-point scale (RW, rounded to a decimal place) shall be calculated according to the formula 

RW  =  10*(T/Tmax),

where T – applicant's score and Tmax – maximum score achieved for publications at the competition.

