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EDUCATION 

2025–now Vytautas Magnus University and the State Scientific Research Institute 
Nature Research Centre (NRC), Doctoral Programme in Biology.  
Thesis topic: “The role of pest-associated microbiomes in shaping 
ecosystem threats: research on pest-microorganism interactions.”  
Supervisor: Dr Daiva Burokienė. The research is carried out in the 
Laboratory of Plant Pathology at the NRC. 

2023–2025 Vilnius University, Master’s degree in Life Sciences, field of study: 
Biological Diversity.  
Thesis topic: “Study of the diversity of microorganisms in the European 
spruce bark beetle (Ips typographus)”.  
Supervisor: Dr Daiva Burokienė. The research was carried out in the 
Laboratory of Plant Pathology at the NRC. 

2019–2023 Vilnius University, Bachelor’s degree in Life Sciences, Biology.  
Thesis topic: “Selection of antagonistic bacteria for pathogenic fungi of 
the genus Diaporthe”.  
Supervisor: Dr Daiva Burokienė. The research was carried out in the 
Laboratory of Plant Pathology at the Nature Research Centre. 

 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
2023 10–2025 10  Biologist (State Scientific Research Institute Nature Research Centre, 

Laboratory of Plant Pathology). 
2023 10–2025 05 Internship in the Laboratory of Plant Pathology at the Nature Research 

Centre. 
2023 04–2023 10  Senior Laboratory Technician (Nature Research Centre, Laboratory 

of Plant Pathology). 
2022 01–2022 06 Internship in the Laboratory of Plant Pathology at the Nature Research 

Centre. 
 
Scientific interests 
 
Isolation, cultivation, and maintenance of fungal and bacterial cultures. Identification of fungi and 
bacteria using molecular methods: DNA extraction, DNA amplification by polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR), electrophoresis, sequencing preparation, bioinformatic data analysis, and studies 
on microbial growth inhibition using FAR-UVC ultraviolet radiation lamps. 
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PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC 
PROJECTS 
2024–2027 Member of the working group “Biopesticides for agriculture: aquatic 

bloom-causing species against plant pathogens”. Research group 
project S-MIP-24-107. Funded by Research Council of Lithuania. 
Project leader: Dr. Daiva Burokienė, State Scientific Research Institute 
Nature Research Centre, Laboratory of Plant Pathology. 

2023–2027 Member of the working group in the COST Action CA22142 
“Beneficial root-associated microorganisms for sustainable agriculture 
(ROOT-BENEFIT)”. Coordinator: Dr. Benoit Lefebvre (France). 

 
PARTICIPATION IN SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCES 
1. Sokė I., Jaseliūnaitė S., Čepukoit D., Burokienė D. Diversity and ligninolytic activity of 

saprotrophic fungi associated with Ips typographus and Picea abies. 6th Congress of Baltic 
Microbiologists „CBM 2025“, 2025 October 1–3, Riga, Latvia. Book of abstracts, p. 63: 
https://cbm2025.lu.lv/fileadmin/user_upload/lu_portal/projekti/cbm2020/CBM_WORD_FIN
ALL.pdf 

2. Čepukoit D., Koreivienė J., Sokė I., Jaseliūnaitė S., Burokienė D. From toxic cyanobacterial 
blooms to bioactive antifungal agents. 6th Congress of Baltic Microbiologists „CBM 2025“, 
2025 October 1–3, Riga, Latvia. Book of abstracts, p. 62: 
https://cbm2025.lu.lv/fileadmin/user_upload/lu_portal/projekti/cbm2020/CBM_WORD_FIN
ALL.pdf 

3. Jaseliūnaitė S., Sokė I., Čepukoit D., Petlinskas D., Bucius M., Burokienė D. Phenoloxidase 
activity of fungi colonizing Norway spruce (Picea abies) and its pest, the European spruce 
bark beetle (Ips typographus). “Human and Nature Safety 2025”, May 7–9, 2025, Kaunas, 
Lithuania. https://zgs.vdu.lt/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/ZGS2025_programa.pdf 

4. Čepukoit D., Sokė I., Jaseliūnaitė S., Burokienė D. A study of population genetics in fungi of 
the genus Diaporthe. “17th European Conference on Fungal Genetics (ECFG17)”, 2025 March 
2–5, Dublin, Ireland. Book of abstracts, p: 264: https://ecfg17.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/03/ECFG17-Book-of-abstracts_WEB.pdf 

5. Burokienė D., Čepukoit D., Koreivienė J., Sokė I., Jaseliūnaitė S. Biocontrol of 
phytopathogenic fungi using wild cyanobacteria biomass. “17th European Conference on 
Fungal Genetics (ECFG17)”, 2025 March 2–5, Dublin, Ireland. Book of abstracts, p. 216: 
https://ecfg17.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/ECFG17-Book-of-abstracts_WEB.pdf 

6. Čepukoit D., Mizerienė G., Sokė I., Jaseliūnaitė S., Gedminas A., Burokienė D. Microbial 
research on Ips typographus, a beetle of concern in Lithuania. Lithuanian Young Scientists 
Conference “Bioateitis: Perspectives in Natural and Life Sciences”, November 21, 2024, 
Vilnius, Lithuania. Book of abstracts, p. 11: https://gamtostyrimai.lt/wp-
content/uploads/2024/11/2024-11-21-konferencijos-BIOATEITIS-pranesimu-tezes.pdf 

7. Sokė I., Lygis V., Jaseliūnaitė S., Čepukoit D., Burokienė D. Wood-inhabiting fungi isolated 
from four tree species growing in protected old-growth forest stands. “The COINS 2024”, 2024 
April 15–18, Vilnius, Lithuania. Book of abstracts, p. 120: 
https://www.thecoins.eu/static/resources/booksofabstracts/COINS2024.pdf 

8. Jaseliūnaitė S., Čepukoit D., Burokienė D. Disinfection of microorganisms with FAR-UVC 
222 nm irradiation. “Open Readings 2024”. 2024 April 23–26, Vilnius, Lithuania. Book of 
abstracts:https://openreadings.eu/wp-
content/latex/170609372318345693/abstract.pdf?1706095251  

9. Jaseliūnaitė S., Čepukoit D., Burokienė D. Diaporthe spp. growth inhibition by endophytic 
bacteria. “The COINS 2023”, 2023 April 24–27, Vilnius, Lithuania. Book of abstracts, p. 79: 
https://www.thecoins.eu/static/resources/booksofabstracts/COINS2023.pdf 
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OTHER 

Participation in science promotion events: 
1. XXII Science Festival “Spaceship Earth” 2025. Presentation topic: “Microorganism 

Fair: the world around us up close” (2025-09-17) 
2. XXI Science Festival “Spaceship Earth” 2024. Presentation topic: “The mysterious 

world of microorganisms: what do we know about plant diseases?” (2024-09-17) 
3. Green Ideas Festival 2024. The activities of the Laboratory of Plant Pathology at the State 

Scientific Research Institute Nature Research Centre were presented (2024-05-05) 
4. XX Science Festival “Spaceship – Earth” 2023. Presentation topic: “The significance of 

microorganisms for humans: are we able to lead them?” (2023-06-09) 
 

Popularization of science articles: 

 
1. Sokė I., Jaseliūnaitė S., Čepukoit D., Burokienė D., 2025. Fungi of coniferous trees in the 

Punia Forest Nature Reserve. Mūsų girios, 8 (928): 12–13. ISSN 1392-6829 
2. Čepukoit D., Jaseliūnaitė S., Mizerienė G., Burokienė D., 2024. Biopesticides – fighting 

the bark beetle. Mūsų girios, 12 (920): 14–15. ISSN 1392-6829 


