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	EDUCATION and academic degree


	2026 – now
	PhD studies in Biology (N 010), Nature Research Centre, Lithuania.

Research topic: “Studies on the genetic diversity, population genetic structure and phylogenetic relationships of natural and reintroduced capercaillie (Tetrao urogallus) populations in Lithuania and Latvia.”

Supervisor: Dr. (HP) Dalius Butkauskas.

	2024 – 2026
	University of Latvia.

Master’s degree in Natural Sciences in Biology.

Master’s thesis: “Analysis of the genetic structure of capercaillie populations in Latvia and Lithuania.”

Research focus: non-invasive DNA analysis, mitochondrial DNA diversity and population genetic structure.

	2020 – 2024
	Latvia University of Life Sciences and Technologies.

Professional Bachelor’s Degree in Agriculture; qualification: Animal Breeding Specialist.

Bachelor’s thesis: “The importance of genomic evaluation in selection work in beef cattle farming.”


	PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE



	2026 10 – until now
	PhD student in Biology

Laboratory of molecular ecology, Nature Research Centre, Lithuania.

	2026 
	Biologist
Department of Molecular Life Sciences, Microbiology and Biotechnology, Faculty of Medicine and Life Sciences, University of Latvia.
Principal student researcher 

Institute of Biology, University of Latvia.
Project: “Analysis of the genetic structure of capercaillie populations in Latvia and Lithuania”.
Research assistant
Institute of Biology, University of Latvia.
Project: “Assessment of the impact of radio-contamination on perch and roach genomes based on sensitive genetic markers”.



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Research interests

	Population and conservation genetics, molecular ecology, and non-invasive DNA analysis. Genetic diversity, population genetic structure and phylogenetic relationships of natural and reintroduced capercaillie (Tetrao urogallus) populations in Lithuania and Latvia. Application of molecular markers to genetic monitoring and species conservation.


	PuBLICATIONS 


Submitted manuscript:

1. Slavnova, E., Grauda, D., Ornicans, A., Butkauskas, D. D-loop variability and genetic structure of wild and captive-bred capercaillie populations from Latvia and Lithuania. In the process of publication.
Published conference abstracts:

1. Slavnova, E., Grauda, D., Butkauskas, D. 2025. Optimization and challenges in DNA extraction from Tetrao urogallus feathers. Biologija. ISSN 1392-0146; eISSN 2029-0578.
https://www.lmaleidykla.lt/ojs/index.php/biologija/article/view/6245/5362
2. Slavnova E., Grauda D., Butkauskas D. 2025. Capercaillie as the Indicator of Forest Health: Diversity and Genetic Structure of Its Populations in Lithuania and Latvia. AGRISCI 2025 Abstract Book, 2025. https://agriscis.wordpress.com/
3. Slavnova E., Grauda D., Ornicans A., Butkauskas D. 2026. Non-invasive mitochondrial DNA analysis reveals genetic connectivity and emerging population structure in Western capercaillie (Tetrao urogallus) in Latvia and Lithuania. Innovative and Applied Research in Biology, Conference Abstract Book, 2026. ISBN 978-9934-36-565-2. https://doi.org/10.22364/luszk.84.tk
	PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC programmes and PROJECTS



	2026 – now
	Expert in the project “Development of Doubled Haploid Lines in Wheat and Barley 2026”, Institute of Biology, University of Latvia. Project No. 26-077-PHB-S; LU registration No. ZD2026/22057.

Principal student researcher / Grant recipient in the project “Analysis of the genetic structure of capercaillie populations in Latvia and Lithuania”, Institute of Biology, University of Latvia. Master’s Student Research Grant No. FUD2025/194.

Research assistant in the project “Assessment of the impact of radio-contamination on perch and roach genomes using sensitive genetic markers”, Institute of Biology, University of Latvia. Project No. LV_UA/2025/1 LU; LU registration No. ZD2025/21897.

	
	

	
	

	
	


	INTERNSHIP AND TRAINING


	2025 19-08-
2025 21-08
	Participated in the online programme of the international sustainability summer school “SustainMV 2025”, jointly organised by all universities of the German federal state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern.

	
	


	PARTICIPATION IN SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCES


International scientific conferences: 

1. Slavnova E., Grauda D., Butkauskas D. 2025. Optimization and challenges in DNA extraction from Tetrao urogallus feathers – 83rd International Scientific Conference of the University of Latvia, Latvia. Poster presentation. Abstract published in Biologija, 2025.
2. Slavnova E., Grauda D., Butkauskas D. 2025. Capercaillie as the Indicator of Forest Health: Diversity and Genetic Structure of Its Populations in Lithuania and Latvia – 14th International Conference of Young Scientists “The Young Scientists for Advance of Agriculture” (AGRISCI 2025), November 26, 2025, Vilnius, Lithuania. Oral presentation. Abstract published in the AGRISCI 2025 Abstract Book.

3. Slavnova E., Grauda D., Ornicans A., Butkauskas D. 2026. Non-invasive mitochondrial DNA analysis reveals genetic connectivity and emerging population structure in Western capercaillie (Tetrao urogallus) in Latvia and Lithuania – Innovative and Applied Research in Biology, April 15, 2026, University of Latvia, Latvia. Poster presentation. Abstract book ISBN: 978-9934-36-565-2.

	PARTICIPATION IN THE STUDY PROCESS



2026                       

	OTHERS


1. 2026 January 10th – May 3rd. Providing guidance and practical laboratory assistance to school students during their scientific research projects (ZPD), University of Latvia.
2026 01-01 – 2026 06-30





2025-2026





   2025–2026





          2026








Assisting with practical laboratory classes for students at the Faculty of Medicine and Life Sciences, University of Latvia.


Providing practical assistance and guidance to university students during laboratory experiments, University of Latvia.
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