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	EDUCATION and academic degree


	2026 – now
	Nature Research Center (NRC), 

Research theme: Avian parasitology, focusing on the diversity, biology, taxonomy, and molecular identification of avian filarioid nematodes (Onchocercidae), as well as host–parasite–vector interactions, bird hosts, blood-sucking insects, parasite transmission, and potential vectors. Scientific Supervisor: Dr. Rasa Binkienė. 
Research area: Avian parasitology and helminthology, with particular emphasis on avian filarioid nematodes, parasite diversity, host–parasite–vector relationships, and the molecular identification of blood-stage parasites. Research activities include the application of microscopy, PCR, DNA sequencing, DNA barcoding, molecular taxonomy, and phylogenetic approaches to parasite identification and characterization.

	2010 – 2017
	Urmia University, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM)
Thesis: “Evaluating the Effects of Extracts from Oak Gall (Quercus infectoria Olivier) and Ceratonia siliqua on Hydatid Cysts in Sheep In Vitro.” 
The research investigated the in-vitro effects of Quercus infectoria (oak gall) and Ceratonia siliqua extracts on hydatid cyst protoscoleces obtained from sheep. The work involved parasite handling, preparation and performance of in-vitro experiments, microscopy, staining, assessment of protoscolex viability, and collection and analysis of experimental data.

	
	


	PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE


	2016 07 – 2016 10
	Veterinary Intern 

Persian Pet Clinic – Ardabil, Iran

	2017 07 – 2017 10
	Veterinary Intern 

Doctor Sadegifard’s Clinic (a poultry clinic) – Ardabil, Iran

	2018 12 – 2023 11
	Technical and Health Manager (Full-time)

Amiran Animal and Poultry Feed Factory – Ardabil, Iran 

	2023 12 – 2024 06
	Veterinary Assistant (Part-time)

Dr. Ali Balazadeh Pet Clinic – Ardabil, Iran 

	2025 09 – 2025 12
	Veterinary Assistant (Contract- Part-time) 

Senamiesčio veterinarijos klinika – Vilnius, Lithuania 

	
	

	
	


	Research interests

	Field of research: avian parasitology and helminthology, with a particular focus on the diversity, biology, taxonomy, and molecular identification of avian filarioid nematodes (Onchocercidae), host–parasite–vector interactions, and the transmission ecology of vector-borne parasites in birds. Research interests include the investigation of avian blood parasites and their relationships with bird hosts and blood-sucking arthropod vectors, the detection and identification of parasites using traditional parasitological and molecular methods, including microscopy, PCR, DNA sequencing, and phylogenetic analysis, and the study of parasite prevalence, distribution, host associations, and genetic diversity. Additional interests include veterinary parasitology and experimental studies of helminth infections, particularly hydatid disease, as well as the application of molecular approaches to parasite diagnostics, taxonomy, and wildlife disease surveillance.


	PuBLICATIONS 


Scietific articles published in journals (books), indexed in „Clarivate Analytics Web of Science“ database (with citation index):
1. Malekifard F., Keramati F. (2018). Susceptibility of protoscoleces of hydatid cyst to various concentrations of Oak Gall (Quercus infectoria Olivier) extract at different exposure times in vitro. Zahedan Journal of Research in Medical Sciences, 20(5), e61316. https://doi.org/10.5812/zjrms.61316
2. Nargesi S., Kaboli S., Thekkiniath J., Heidari S., Keramati F., Seyedmousavi S., Hedayati M.T. (2021). Recent Advances in Genome Editing Tools Used in Medical Mycology Research. Journal of Fungi (Basel), 7(4), 257. https://doi.org/10.3390/jof7040257
Scientific articles published in journals (books), indexed in „Clarivate Analytics Web of Science“ database (without citation index):
1. Malekifard F., Keramati F. (2018). Investigation of the effects of Ceratonia Silique extract on protoscolexes of hydatid cyst in vitro. Armaghan-e-Danesh, 23(1), 69–79. http://armaghanj.yums.ac.ir/article-1-2006-en.html

	
	

	SKILLS


Small animal clinical diagnostics and treatment; 

Parasite observation and identification under the microscope;

PCR;

Biosecurity and laboratory safety protocols;

Parasitology and host–parasite interactions;

Problem-solving in laboratory settings;

Recording and documenting experiments;

Analyzing experimental results and interpret data
